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A NEW WAY INTO A CRUCIAL NOVEL

In the 22 years since the first publishing, Where the Rivers Meet has earned accolades as a Young Adult novel that deals strongly and unflinchingly with Aboriginal youth and the oppression they face. Author Don Sawyer has now produced a Teacher’s Guide for Pemmican Publications to help students and teachers draw the most from his story.

Where the Rivers Meet follows high school student Nancy Antoine, a young Shuswap woman, who must find her own way to stand against tragedy and small-mindedness in a small British Columbia town divided between Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals. In the process, she challenges the very educational system and sounds a ringing, positive note.

“This tough-minded, moving young adult novel does not pull many punches in its portrayal of the desperate situation facing Canada’s young native people today,” wrote Children’s Books News.

The 48-page Teacher’s Guide was conceived and written by Sawyer. The topics range from causes of racism and prejudice to the differences between traditional Aboriginal education and modern mainstream schooling. The lively, engaging exercises include learning how to conduct an interview and write a media report.

“This guide is designed to honour those students and the thousands of others who have read Where the Rivers Meet, and to encourage teachers to respect the learners they are working with as people with rich experience, fascinating personal stories and magnificent insight,” Sawyer writes in the introduction. “The activities included are designed to help create classrooms full of discovery, authentic dialogue, warmth, support, critical enquiry and fun.”

In support of those goals, the author makes himself available for video conferencing with schools via Skype. He may be reached via e-mail at donsawyer@telus.net. 
A ninth edition of Where the Rivers Meet has just been printed. It includes a new introduction from Aboriginal writer and performer, Art Napoleon.

Schools and educational suppliers are encouraged to contact Pemmican directly at (204) 589-6346 or e-mail to pemmican@pemmican.mb.ca  for discount information. To discover more about Canada’s only dedicated Metis publishing house, visit our new web page at www.pemmicanpublications.ca 
Where the Rivers Meet – Teacher’s Guide

Written by Don Sawyer

ISBN: 978-1-894717-56-4

$5

Where the Rivers Meet (ninth edition)

Written by Don Sawyer

ISBN: 978-0-921827-06-1

$13.95

For further information or to arrange interviews with the author, please contact Randal McIlroy, Managing Editor, at (204) 589-6346 ext. 317, or rmcilroy@pemmican.mb.ca.

Biography

Don Sawyer has nearly 20 years of experience in Aboriginal education as a high school teacher, adult educator and trainer of teachers. He is the former director of the Okanagan College International Development Centre, where he co-ordinated and managed several development training projects in West Africa. Don is the author of 10 books and numerous curriculum guides and manuals. His essays have appeared in most of Canada’s major newspapers. Don lives with his wife, Jan, in Salmon Arm, B.C.

